
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1366 

Main Petitioner: James Forbes 

Subject: General Teaching Council (GTC) appointments 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to remove the seats 
reserved for the Church of Scotland and the Roman Catholic Church from the 
General Teaching Council for Scotland.   

 

Background 

The GTC is established under the General Teaching Council (Scotland) Act 
1965.  A draft Order has been published which will change the size and 
membership of the council, although church representation will remain. The 
petitioner submitted a response to the Government consultation on these 
changes. 

The consultation discussed alternative ways of selecting council members 
including a model whereby no organisation had a guaranteed seat.  However, 
following the consultation, the Government proposed retaining nominations 
from organisations – including the church. 

In support of continued church representation, the Catholic Education 
Committee stated in their consultation response: 

Not only will this ensure the representation of two of the largest 
community groups in Scotland; it will appropriately reflect their 
significant educational partnership work with schools, local councils, 
universities and others. It would also be important to reflect the various 
references in statute to denominational schools being conducted “in the 
interests of the denominational body”. We take the view that these 
interests must be represented in the body which regulates teaching 
standards etc. 

In its response, the Church of Scotland stated: 

The Church of Scotland believes that along with its colleagues from the 
Roman Catholic Church, it has played a real role in being part of 
representing the public interest. Between us we represent over 20% of 
the population of Scotland. We believe that a combination of 
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representation from groups such as ours, who have a long track record 
in involvement in education. In the consultation document having 
appointees such as faith groups is seen as one of GTCS‟ “core 
strengths” and it would seem foolish to lose that. 

The specific issue of church representation was not mentioned in responses 
from GTC, ADES, AHDS, COSLA, EIS or School Leaders Scotland although 
many of them mentioned organisations that they thought ought to be 
represented (often themselves or their interest group). Some respondents 
made a general point that nominations should be reviewed.  For example 
NASUWT stated that: 

There is a need to review the relevance and number of outside bodies 
that should be represented on the GTCS to reflect diversity and public 
interest whilst ensuring the number of lay member seats is kept to a 
minimum. 

Scottish Government Action 

As mentioned, the Scottish Government has recently brought forward 
proposals to change the appointments to the GTC.  As part of wider public 
sector reform, the First Minister announced in January 2008 that the GTC 
would be established as a: “self-regulating, profession-led body, along the 
lines of the General Medical Council.”  The Government consulted 
stakeholders between April and June 2009 and published its analysis of 
responses together with its proposals in February 2010.  The draft Public 
Services Reform (General Teaching Council for Scotland) Order 2011 was 
laid in the Scottish Parliament on 6th September 2010. 

The draft Order proposes that 2 of the 37 member Council be nominated by 
churches.  One from the Church and Society Council of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland and one from the Scottish Hierarchy of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Scottish Parliament Action 

The draft GTC order was laid in the Scottish Parliament for consultation on 6 
September 2010.  As the regulations are subject to „super affirmative‟ 
procedure, they are still open to consultation with the Parliament and other 
stakeholders.  It is expected that the actual draft regulations (not subject to 
consultation) will be considered by the Education, Lifelong Learning and 
Culture Committee in early 2011.   

 

Camilla Kidner 
Senior Research Specialist 
13 October 2010 
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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